
 

Pan-Sussex Child Protection & Safeguarding 

Policy & Procedures Group - Briefing for staff 

Pan-Sussex Safeguarding and Child 

Protection Policy & Procedures website 

survey 2026! 

Help us improve our Safeguarding and Child 

Protection Policy & Procedures website. 

 We are reviewing our Pan-Sussex Safeguarding and 

Child Protection Policy & Procedures website to ensure it continues to meet the 

needs of frontline practitioners and safeguarding professionals. 

 Your feedback will help us understand:  

• how you use the website; 

• how easy it is to find the information you need; 

• whether the content is relevant, accessible and complete; and 

• how the website supports your safeguarding and child protection practice. 

 Your responses will help us identify improvements to the website, ensuring it 

remains a practical, reliable resource that supports staff in safeguarding children and 

young people effectively. 

Your feedback is greatly appreciated and will directly inform future 

developments. The survey should take approximately 5–7 minutes to complete. 

Resolving Professional Differences  

This policy now includes updated guidance on Practitioner Dissent at Child 

Protection Conference. This supports practitioners who disagree with conference 

decisions. Decisions about whether to hold a Child Protection Conference remain 

part of the Professional Differences, Resolution and Escalation Protocol. 

 

The Pan-Sussex Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy & Procedures Group met on 

13 July 2026.  

This briefing provides an update on changes made to the Sussex Safeguarding and 

Child Protection Policy and Procedures Resource 
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Children not Brought to Appointments or Meetings that Relate to 

their Welfare, Care or Health  

This policy has been reviewed with limited change. A reminder that when a child 

misses an appointment because they were not taken by a parent or carer, record this 

as “Was Not Brought (WNB)” rather than “Did Not Attend (DNA)”. WNB recognises 

that children rely on adults to get them to appointments. Before closing a case or 

ending support, discuss concerns with your safeguarding lead and follow your 

agency’s own WNB procedures. 

NEW Policy - Child and Adolescent to Parent Violence and Abuse 

This new procedure provides a clear, consistent multi-agency framework for the 

identification, assessment and response to Child and Adolescent to Parent Violence 

and Abuse (CAPVA). It aims to safeguard parents, carers and siblings, address 

harmful behaviour by children and young people, promote 

non-criminalising responses wherever possible and ensure coordinated, 

whole-family intervention. 

Contacting the SARC- Scenarios 

New SARC scenarios have been added to the website. Please remember children of 

13 years and under are seen by a doctor. Children 14 + are seen by a doctor or a 

sexual offence examiner (nurse/midwife)  

Child Witnesses in Criminal Prosecution and Pre-Trial Therapy 

Support  

Updated guidance clarifies referral pathways for child witnesses in criminal 

proceedings: 

• Young Witness Service (YWS) supports cases heard in the Crown Court. 

• Victim Support Witness Service (VSWS) supports cases heard in the 

Magistrates’ Court. 

The update also provides clearer information about Section 28 pre-recorded 

evidence and safeguarding information-sharing responsibilities. 

Recognition of Abuse and Neglect – new learning resource  

A new learning resource from the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel has 

been added to support the early recognition of neglect. The resource includes 

videos, reviews, statistics, briefing papers, online learning, and practical guidance to 

https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/children-not-brought-to-appointments/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/children-not-brought-to-appointments/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/8-1-4-child-and-adolescent-to-parent-violence-and-abuse-capva/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/glossary/child/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/glossary/parent/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/glossary/abuse/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Contacting-the-SARC-Scenarios.docx
https://www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-and-visitors/services/sussex-childrens-sexual-assault-referral-centre-sarc
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/child-witnesses-in-criminal-prosecution-and-pre-trial-therapy-support/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/child-witnesses-in-criminal-prosecution-and-pre-trial-therapy-support/
https://www.sussexsafeguardingchildrenprocedures.co.uk/recognition-of-abuse-and-neglect/


 
help practitioners identify and respond to neglect at the earliest opportunity. This can 

be read here -  Neglect (Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel) 

 

Restrictive Physical Intervention  

This policy has been substantially revised, and all staff are encouraged to read the 

updated version. Key updates include: 

• A stronger focus on prevention, early support and de-escalation to reduce the 

need for restrictive interventions. 

• Clear guidance that restrictive interventions should only be used when 

absolutely necessary, be proportionate, and last for the shortest possible time. 

• Updated expectations for agencies and staff to ensure consistent practice, 

accurate recording, reporting and review. 

• Clarification that the policy applies to all agencies working with children and 

young people in Sussex (excluding Sussex Police), including expectations for 

out-of-county providers. 

• A reminder that from 1 April 2026, schools in England must have regard to the 

Department for Education’s Restrictive Interventions, including the Use of 

Reasonable Force, in Schools guidance. Where there is any difference, the 

DfE guidance takes precedence. 

 

Please contact mia.bryden@brighton-hove.gov.ukabout any aspect of this 

briefing. 
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