Sussex CSA Pathway: 0-13 years (updated July 2026)
Relevant to all children where there are concerns regarding sexual harm, including cases involving the presence of STIs. It applies to all children, including those who are looked after, subject to an existing plan, or not currently known to services.
REFERRAL to FDFF/IFD/SPoA/MASH/POLICE


	INITIAL STRATEGY DISCUSSION 
Should include social worker, police, SARC, health, education, initial referrer, other relevant professionals.
SARC STRAT arrangement – contact MH call centre: 0330 223 0099 – send invite to: pss.paediatrics@nhs.net
To consider:
· Action plan to make child safe    
· Forensic evidence consideration- refer to SARC doctor for view
· Consent/ seek legal advice if consent not forthcoming 
· Consider any risk to siblings or other children
· Consider any intermediary support required
· Consider therapeutic support required 
· Decision regarding need for S.47 enquiry / ICPC and document actions





FORENSIC ROUTE 
FORENSIC ROUTE 
 




MAKING THE CHILD SAFE
Acute medical needs MUST be prioritised
Consider police protection powers and subsequent placement


POLICE + CHILDRENS SERVICES
Therapeutic support for child + family 
West Sussex- Life centre: 
01243 786349
B&H- CSA support services:
01273 295970
East Sussex- SWIFT:
01323 463800
Survivors Network: 01273 203380
Home - Survivors Network 

· 
MEDICAL FOLLOW UP 
SARC doctor to arrange medical care, referrals, STI and BBV follow up as appropriate.
SARC YP crisis worker to refer to CISVA.
OUTCOME OF MEDICAL ASSESSMENT 
If forensic evidence available, SARC doctor to provide police with written evidence immediately following medical. If no forensic evidence available, SARC doctor to provide a verbal report to SW. For all cases, a safeguard summary report will be provided to the SW, GP and named doctor within 24 hrs. A full report will be written within 15 working days and sent to the SW, GP, police if required, designated and named doctor. 

Medical appointment 
SW with full information to attend appointment.
Police MUST attend if forensic investigation.
Safe parent/carer to attend- consent MUST be gained from individual with PR prior if not in attendance. 
Review strategy meeting
· Social worker
· Police
· SARC doctor
· Health
· Education
· Other relevant professionals
Purpose to review outcome of medical, ABE, criminal safeguarding enquiry. Review and address all actions from the initial STRAT meeting.

POLICE
Early evidence kit considered in all cases: Urine, mouth, skin swabs, clothing, underwear, bedding. 
Contact SARC to arrange appointment:0330 223 0099

SOCIAL WORKER
Contact SARC to arrange a medical appointment
0330 223 0099

                VRI INTERVIEW
Joint police and social care. In accordance with Achieving Best Evidence in Criminal Proceedings 
(MOJ, 2022). Ensure child has appropriate support.

FORENSIC ROUTE 
NON-FORENSIC ROUTE 

